
        Junior Development Program.
The following is the proposed NZFSS Junior Development Programme format

The Key Aims are as follows:

· Dog interactions and movement and coordination skills on scooter/rig. 

· Basic rules/ etiquette and dog care/health

· Development of coordination skills, small group activities and skill development through Sport/Race activities, race rules and etiquette

· Sport-specific skill development with multiple dogs and mentoring

The Programme due to logistics will be run at a club level and will be overseen by the NZFSS Junior  Chairperson.

Junior Mushers wishing to be part of the Programme must register with their Club Representative at the start of the season, no later than the first weekend in May each year.

Details of the specific Club Representatives can be found on the NZFSS Website if required or from the NZFSS Junior Chairperson.
All training and coaching must be overseen by the parent or guardian 

Each participating junior to be assigned a mentor by NZFSS (not a family member) for the purposes of gaining advice and direction, (the mentors role is not intended to be one of coach or trainer but maybe if called upon)
Mentor should be someone of 5+ years continuous experience in open classes has raced inter-club and has previously been involved on a club or RGO committee

Every effort will be made to have the mentor matched up based on proximity and someone agreeable to both parties

It will be the responsibility of the Junior Musher to meet up with the mentor and attend appropriate events and training

It will be the responsibility of the Junior Musher to maintain a log  this log will need to be signed and submitted at the end of the season no later than the 1st of October each year

In conjunction with the training log, the mentor and club rep assess each junior throughout the season 

On items such as:

•
Race rules 

•
Etiquette

•
Racing 

•
Dog handling 

•
Timing 

•
Race set up 

•
Handling of different track conditions

Scoring is correlated and submitted to NZFSS by the Club Representative.

 The NZFSS mentor will also be asked to report their views.

Each leading  junior/s will be requested to submit a short essay explaining why they should be chosen 

NZFSS based on log / Club Rep/mentor scoring and Essay to select one junior to come to NZFSS Dryland/Snow Champs to compete in an open class the following season and be recognised as the Outstanding Junior of the year

 A Subsidy for the Junior Musher will be provided for the attendance at the Race

A few areas are still being worked through so this is not an absolute but a work in progress.


